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The Feast of Esther
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‘’In the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, on its thirteenth day ... on the day that the enemies of the Jews were expected to prevail over them, it was turned about: the Jews prevailed over their adversaries.’’ - Esther 9:1

‘’And they gained relief on the fourteenth, making it a day of feasting and gladness.’’ - Esther 9:17

‘[Mordecai instructed them] to observe them as days of feasting and gladness, and sending delicacies to one another, and gifts to the poor.’’ - Esther 9:22

Purim is one of the most joyous and fun holidays on the Jewish calendar. It commemorates a time when the Jewish people living in Persia were saved from extermination.
Purim is celebrated on the 14th day of Adar, which is usually in March. The 13th of Adar is the day that Haman chose for the extermination of the Jews, and the day that the Jews battled their enemies for their lives. On the day afterwards, the 14th, they celebrated their survival. In cities that were walled in the time of Joshua, Purim is celebrated on the 15th of the month, because the book of Esther says that in Shushan (a walled city), deliverance from the massacre was not complete until the next day. The 15th is referred to as Shushan Purim.
The story of Esther takes place during the reign under King Xerxes in the Persian capital of Susa, from 465-486 B.C.   Just as Xerxes father, King Darius was tricked by his own officials to sign an decree into Persian law, that caused the Prophet Daniel to be thrown into the lion’s den, so King Xerxes was tricked by his wicked advisor Haman to sign a decree that grieved the King greatly after the reality of what he did became clear to him, and he realized the innocent lives that would be destroyed through this decree.

Prophetically we are at a time in history where we are faced with the same situation, and not we only, but also the millions of Jews and the nation of Israel, because a this very moment in time there is an enemy, a foreign army who desires to destroy the Jewish people.

The story are Esther, a beautiful young Jewish woman living in Persia.  Esther was a Jewish orphan named Hadassah and was raised by her cousin Mordecai, being a descendant from the tribe of Benjamin.   Esther was taken to the house of Ahasuerus, King of Persia, to become part of his harem, and after a year of preparation, each one was brought before the King.   King Ahasuerus loved Esther more than his other women, because there was something about Esther’s spirit that caused her to find favor with the King.  The King made Esther queen, but the king did not know that Esther was a Jew, because Mordecai told her not to reveal her identity.
‘’The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she obtained grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins; so he set the royal crown upon her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.

The villain of the story is Haman, an arrogant, advisor to the king.  Haman was prime minister under Xerxes and he was a descendant of the Amalekites from whom King Agag was a descendant.  (Exodus 17:16).  Haman hated Mordecai because Mordecai refused to bow down to Haman, so Haman plotted to destroy the Jewish people. In a speech that is all too familiar to Jews, Haman told the king, "There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your realm. Their laws are different from those of every other people's, and they do not observe the king's laws; therefore it is not befitting the king to tolerate them." Esther 3:8. The king gave the fate of the Jewish people to Haman, to do as he pleased to them. Haman planned to exterminate all of the Jews.

Since the Babylonian exile (605-586 B.C.) many Jews were scattered and many sent into Babylon, and there were significant Jewish populations living throughout the Persian Empire as far as India.   The decree of the king was sent throughout many parts of the kingdom and in different languages.  When the Jews heard the news of this decree, they went into mourning and wailing, as did the Jews of Susa, the Persian capital, where Esther now resided.  Mordecai clothed himself in sackcloth and wailed loudly in the streets.  Esther heard of this and because Mordecai could not enter the king’s gate clothed in sackcloth, she sent a messenger to enquire why he was mourning.  Mordecai sent Esther a copy of the edict (decree), and plead with her to go before the king and plead with him to stop this event.  Esther sent him a reply that it was against the law to enter the king’s palace without being invited, and that the penalty for this could result in her death.  She acknowledge to Mordecai that she could not approach the king as he did not request her presence for 30 days and that she was afraid to go before him.
Mordecai responded by sending Esther this response:

‘’Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape.  For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise form another place, but your and your father’s family will perish.  And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?  (Esther 4:12-14)
After hearing this Esther proclaimed and sent a message to Mordecai to call a fast for three days for all the Jews in Susa, as she and her maids would fast as well.  After the fast she would approach the king.  On the third day, Esther clothed herself in her royal robes and she entered the king’s palace. The King asked Esther, what her request was.  Esther did not reveal the life and death situation, but merely asked the King if he and Haman would attend a banquet that she is preparing for them.  During this banquet Esther still fasting, was approached by the king and asked, ‘’Esther, what is your request?  It will be given you, even up to half of my kingdom.’’
Esther requested that the King and Haman attend a second banquet the next day.  During this banquet Esther, revealed the evil plans of Haman, as the king asked Esther again, ‘’Queen Esther, what is your petition?  What is your request?’’  ‘’If I have found favor with you, O king, grant my life – this is my petition.  And spare my people – this is my request.  For we have been sold for destruction and slaughter and annihilation.’’ (Esther 7:3-4)

Once the evil plan of Haman was revealed to the king, he orders Haman to be hanged. (Esther 7:9-10).  Through this Haman was humiliated and exposed as the enemy and Mordecai through his humiliation was exalted.
The book of Esther is also a symbol and picture of end-times Church.  The true church in Acts was of Jewish origin, and today we as His bride are also hidden and scattered among the nations and kingdoms of the world.  The world does not esteem the true end time bride as royal, and our true Jewish origin is hidden away in Christ.  But when the Lord reveals the beauty of His bride, she will be seen royalty in His hand, for indeed she is called for ‘’such a time as this.’’  The True bride of Christ is not just hidden, she is also involved in a battle for the souls of men, and Yeshua desires for her to rise up as His true warrior bride.  This bride is not just to fight for the souls of men, but also to stand with Israel and the Jewish people.  
Genises 12:3 – ‘’I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you.’’

Purim is celebrated on the 14th day of Adar, which is usually in March. The 13th of Adar is the day that Haman chose for the extermination of the Jews, and the day that the Jews battled their enemies for their lives. On the day afterwards, the 14th, they celebrated their survival. In cities that were walled in the time of Joshua, Purim is celebrated on the 15th of the month, because the book of Esther says that in Shushan (a walled city), deliverance from the massacre was not complete until the next day. The 15th is referred to as Shushan Purim.
The Purim holiday is preceded by a fast, the Fast of Esther, which commemorates Esther's three days of fasting in preparation for her meeting with the king.
The primary commandment related to Purim is to hear the reading of the book of Esther. The book of Esther is commonly known as the Megillah (scroll).  Every time Mordechai’s name is mentioned, they cheer and shout.  When Esther’s name is mentioned, everyone cheer and shout and all cry, ‘’Blessed be Esther!’’  When Haman’s name is called they drown out his memory with a noisemaker, called a ‘’grogger.’’
The Jews usually send out gifts of food or drink, and make gifts to charity. The sending of gifts of food and drink is referred to as shalach manos (lit. sending out portions). Among Ashkenazic Jews, a common treat at this time of year is hamentaschen (lit. Haman's pockets). These triangular fruit-filled cookies are supposed to represent Haman's three-cornered hat. It is customary to hold carnival-like celebrations on Purim, to perform plays, and to hold beauty contests.

Recipe for Hamentaschen:
The Dough:

· 1 medium seedless orange
· 2 eggs
· 3/4 cup sugar
· 1/2 cup oil
· 2 tsp. baking powder
· 3 cups flour
· Jam or other fillings
Cut the orange into quarters and pulverize it in your food processor until finely chopped. Add the eggs, sugar and oil, and process for about 10 seconds. Add the baking powder and flour and process with several on/off turns, just until the flour is blended into dough. It will be slightly sticky, but that's OK. Cut the dough into 3 or 4 pieces, and work with just one lump at a time.
Roll the dough out on a well-floured board to about 1/8 inch thickness. Using a cookie cutter cut 3-inch circles of dough. In the middle of each circle, put about 1/2 teaspoon of filling: jam, chocolate chips, or even canned pie filling. Pinch the sides of the circle up, making a triangular enclosure, and leaving the top slightly open so that you can see the filling. (Just make sure that the corners are firmly pinched so that the jam doesn't leak out the sides.)
Place cookies on a greased cookie sheet and bake at 350º F (180º C) for 15 to 20 minutes, or until lightly browned. Makes about 4 dozen hamantaschen.
THE LORD’S HEART FOR PURIM
Esther’s beauty was a quiet, inner beauty, and she had a tender heart and was clothed in a spirit of humility.  So we as His bride should be clothed in the same manner.  ‘’My Bride should be clothed in quiet dignity and authority, unlike the women of worldly power and influence.  Esther was clothed in dignity and strength.  She rose up to intercede, to weep, to fast and to pray and to plead with the King.  Esther had a heart for her people and gave her life to intercede for their salvation. Esther seeked to find the heart of the King and what pleased Him.
In the end the Favor of the King, was upon Esther and through her selfless giving, the Lord through a humble orphaned girl, saved a nation.

